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CALENDAR 
ITEMS
APRIL  
10 -14 Spring Break  

18  Poetry Festival

22  Earth Day Auction

MAY
7  Spring Fling

Like us on Facebook!
The Treepost is sent to families 
four times a year.  For weekly 
updates, photos, and timely 
reminders, like us on Face-
book!

Our Facebook page is also 
a great way to share CMS 
with friends and family and 
prospective families.

Thursday, March 9 was a big day for Country Montessori School! 

Planning for a site visit from American Montessori Society confer-

ence attendees took a concerted effort from students and staff 

to make the campus shine.  A welcome party of 4th and 5th lev-

el students, staff and Board members assembled in the parking 

lot.  Then Dennis Short accompanied the students to sing “Hall of 

Fame” by The Script as a welcome. 

Adela Corrales and Sheila Walker took two groups on a campus 

tour.  They walked around the campus and heard the history of 

the school and could observe children in the serenity garden 

and in the working elementary garden.  

After splitting into five groups the visitors set off on tour around 

the classrooms led by staff. They observed children working, 

singing, doing art and looked at the materials and talked with 

teachers.  Lunch was served outside under our new canopy. The 

visitors, many of whom came from colder climates, were delight-

ed to eat outside, and seeing a lemon tree was a treat for many. 

After lunch, everyone moved into the Eagles classroom for a 

workshop with Frank Leto. “Frank Leto is an early childhood 

educator, a musician, a composer and a Montessori teacher 

with tremendous sensitivity to the needs of young children. He is 

also a professional musician, Orff music teacher and steel band 

director. He brilliantly combines his skills as both teacher and 

musician to create a sound that the children will love. His music 

for children is exceptionally popular with teachers and parents 

throughout the United States.”

Frank worked with 

both early child-

hood and lower 

elementary chil-

dren who were 

entranced by his 

quiet manner and 

they enjoyed the 

songs and actions. 

After the sessions, he 

spoke with the teachers about the style and content and how 

he works with children. 

The visitors were so complimentary about the school and their 

visit and as we met people at the conference we were still  

getting positive feedback about the experience. 

We were very pleased to have been selected as a model Mon-

tessori school by AMS. Kudos to everyone involved! 

https://www.facebook.com/Country-Montessori-School-of-Poway-141256099224747/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Country-Montessori-School-of-Poway-141256099224747/%3Ffref%3Dts
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Spring has arrived and you can tell by 
walking through the inside and outside 
classroom environments. All the students’ 
gardens are in full bloom with flowers and 
soon to be harvested produce.  The chil-
dren enjoyed hunting for their beautifully 
decorated eggs for the Annual Spring 
Egg Hunt.  This is a school tradition that 
was implemented our first spring of 1990.  
The older students hide the younger 
children’s eggs and Ms. West hides our 4 
and 5th level students, often leaving our 
oldest students stumped. 

AMS site tour a success
Our tour from The American Montessori 
Society was a complete success and our 
visitors were from all parts of the United 
States as well as from China, Russia and 
Nigeria.  It was a very exciting day for ev-
eryone and the children were amazing.   

The AMS Conference offered a variety 
of workshops that were enjoyed by the 
teachers.  Many have already began 
implementing new ideas.  Our very own 
upper elementary teachers, Ms. Rehkopf 
and Dr. Rader presented a workshop 
called Hands on Science at the confer-
ence and had attendees from various 
Montessori schools.  They did a thorough 
and interactive presentation and we are 
very proud of them.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences
I hope that everyone enjoyed their 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, I know 
that the teachers enjoyed them as this 
is a special time for them to share all 
the progress and exciting things about 
their students.  In June, final report cards 
for the school year will be available on 
parent portals.   

Earth Day Auction this month
April 22 is coming soon and the auction 
committee is busy working hard on all of 
the preparations.  It is the first time we are 
hosting our annual auction on campus 
and having children activities.  This is a 
wonderful way for parents to mingle with 
each other while the kids are being en-
tertained and at the same time support-
ing our second fundraiser of the school 
year.  The children’s projects are under-
way and they are gorgeous!  Tickets are 
on sale now, I hope to see all of you at 
this very important CMS event.   

Get ready for Spring Fling 2017
Spring Fling 2017 will be on Sunday, May 
7th.  Ticket sales and more information 
will be coming out in mid-April so please 
check your email frequently for updates 
regarding this.  The students and Mr. Short 
are working on their classroom, group 
and school wide songs in preparation for 
this big day.  CMS official school T-shirt is 
on sale for the Spring Fling.  All students 
wear this shirt during the school perfor-
mance.     

It is hard to believe that we are already 
in April and that the 2016-17 school year 
will be over in June.  Our summer pro-
gram is available and there are really fun 
and new camps being offered this year.  
You can register for all 7 weeks or only 1.  
We look forward to seeing our students 
during the summer.

I wish everyone a wonderful spring break! 

Adela

HELLO from The Head of School

Ms. Adela Corrales,
Head of School, CMS

CMS  
OUTREACH
World Wildlife Fund  
Change for Change  
Fundraiser
An important mission here at CMS is 
Global Citizenship. Last year, our 5th level 
students researched various charities 
and presented their ideas to the CMS 
community to vote for a charity organi-
zation to adopt. The chosen organization 
was the World Wildlife Fund (“WWF”), the 
largest conservation organization in the 
world. The group’s mission is “to stop the 
degradation of the planet’s natural en-
vironment and to build a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature.” 

Our CMS students have been excited-
ly collecting their spare change from 
home, and many students have been 
earning extra money towards this ini-
tiative by doing chores at home, and 
even tapping into their piggy banks! The 
support and enthusiasm from the CMS 
students and family has been outstand-
ing, and between early February and 
now, we have collected almost $1,700. 
The beloved stuffed panda bear mascot 
has been floating around to the various 
classrooms that have been collecting the 
most amount of money, and the students 
absolutely love him. The fundraiser will be 
continuing through the end of May, and 
we hope to collect at least $2,000 in total 
to donate to the WWF.

Adopted Beach  
for Clean-Up
This year, CMS has partnered with I Love a 
Clean San Diego and adopted Fletcher 
Cove in Solana Beach. Our mission is to 
coordinate at least 2 family clean-up 
events each year at the site, with the first 
one to occur within the next few weeks. 
Keep your eyes open for details to come 
soon!
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PTC NEWS
Walk-a-thon success 
Thanks to all the generosity and support that came from the 
Walk-a-thon we have been able to add wonderful new equip-
ment to our children’s campus.  

Funds from the 2016 Walk-a-thon paid for a shade structure in 
the front playground. It has been a great addition to the school 
providing much needed shade to the children during recess and 
lessons outside.  

With proceeds from this year’s Walk-a-thon, we have been able 
to add a playhouse, bench, chairs and balance beam to the 
playground. We were also able to rebuild the shade structure 
that surrounds the palm trees in the Serengeti playground with 
those donations.  

Much has been done but we still have work to do which it is  
why the next fundraising event is so important. The annual auc-
tion which will be held on April 22nd at CMS is our last fundraiser 
of the year. With the funds raised we will work towards getting 
better cubbies for elementary, paying down the debt from the 
new build among other things.  

All this is done because of your continuous and generous sup-
port. We hope to see you all on April 22nd to keep the support 
going.  

Spring Fling T-shirts now available
The CMS Spring Fling is set for Sunday, May 7. You will probably  
have heard your children singing the songs or seen them prac-
tice their dance moves. 

Everyone needs to have a White T-shirt with the CMS logo.  The 
web shop for ordering T shirts is open until April 16th.  Please visit 
the CMS website to order T shirts: www.countrymontessori.org.

Annual Auction: April 22
Every year the CMS 
Annual Auction brings 
together the spirit of 
the administration, 
families our community 
and beyond to build 
a better future for our 
children. This year, the 
19th annual event will 
be held on April 22nd 
at the CMS campus for 
the first time, so it will 
be a great time for the 
children join the fun 
with their friends while 
parents enjoy adult 
time. 

Gift basket  
donations needed
Please consider asking your favorite business owner to donate 
a gift card or product for theme gift baskets. Basic home goods, 
services and amenities are always popular, as well as donations 
from after school programs.   

Great value for the whole family! 
Get your tickets now!
Tickets this year are a great value at $40 per adult and $20 
per child.  This price will be extended until April 10th and will 
increase up to the day of the event.  

•	 Kid Ventures will be onsite offering play events for the children 
between ages 3-7 

•	 Special CMS Olympics for the children 8-12

•	 Two bounce houses, one for each age group

•	 Plenty of food and drinks for all 

Open to friends and family members
This catered event will include a no-host bar to include beer 
and wine.  This is one of the few events throughout the year 
where we all gather for the same goal, so please plan to at-
tend! Encourage your friends and family members to join us!

I look forward to seeing you all there. The auction is a great 
place to purchase birthday, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and 
holiday gifts at deep discounted prices.  You won’t want to 
miss these opportunities along with the chance to meet other 
families and your child’s future teachers at CMS. 

22
APRIL

2 0 1 7

   19TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING 
AUCTION 

 EVENT DETAILS

Date:         Saturday, April 22, 2017  
Time:         3:00 - 6:00PM 
Location:  CMS Campus 
Attire:       Dressy Casual

Our	biggest	event	of	the	year	is	quickly	approaching	and	we	hope	all	our	families	can	join	this	year	
as	 we	 celebrate	 our	 first	 auction	 event	 on	 the	 CMS	 Campus.	 	 Our	 staff	 and	 volunteer	 auction	
committee	are	at	work	programming	what	is	shaping	up	to	be	a	unique	and	fun	experience.			

The	menu	will	 be	 a	 taste	of	world	 foods	 such	as	 Indian,	 Italian,	 Chinese	&	Mexican	along	with	 a	
signature	cocktail	for	you	to	enjoy	our	culturally	diverse	CMS	community.	 	 	The	children	will	enjoy	
their	 own	 private	 party	 with	 foods,	 Kid	 Venture’s,	 a	 bounce	 house	 &	 CMS	 Olympic	 style	 games	
while	their	parents	enjoy	the	Auction	Event	on	the	Elementary	Lawn.	 	We	encourage	you	to	invite	
your	family	&	friends	to	attend	this	years	catered	event,	sure	to	be	a	lot	of	fun	for	everyone.			

Don’t	forget,	we	need	your	help!	 	We	are	seeking	auction	items,	if	you	have	unused	gift	cards	or	
certificates	you	want	to	donate,	please	drop	them	off	at	the	office.	 	Ask	your	local	baker,	stylist	
or	favorite	coffee	house	for	small	donations,	every	little	bit	helps!	

A KIDS EVENT TOO! 

visit:   
www.countrymontessori.org                       

to purchase your tickets today!

CONGRATULATIONS to this year’s Walk-a-thon winners: 
John (JJ) Reeves and Sophia (Sophy) Chavez-Aguilar
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DRAGONFLIES
EARLY CHILDHOOD | AGES 2.5 - 6     

LADYBUGS
EARLY CHILDHOOD | AGES 2.5 - 6

BUMBLEBEES
 EARLY CHILDHOOD | AGES 2.5 - 6 

The Bumblebees have 
been a bunch of busy 
bees! As you may know 
we got a visit from AMS 

recently and the Bumble-
bees loved showing off their work.  All of 
the AMS attendees were very impressed 
with not only the quality of work the chil-
dren were doing, but also how peacefully 
and quietly they worked.  We were so 
proud of them!

We also got a visit from composer, musi-
cian, educator; Frank Leto.  Frank’s music 
is exceptionally popular throughout 
the United States.  His music is designed 
to encourage children’s participation 
through singing, dancing, fingerplays, 
games and exercises!  

The Ladybugs have been very busy at 
school. The children were excited for 
our annual Valentine Card Exchange, 
and decorated beautiful bags to bring 
the cards home in. They hung rainbow 
paper chains all over the classroom for 
Saint Patrick’s Day. We painted lovely 
watercolor eggs for our egg hunt, 
celebrated the coming of spring, and 
have been keeping busy with lots of work 
in the classroom. The kindergarteners 
have been enjoying reading to younger 
students and practicing being great role 
models.

We have been reading books about 
birds and mammals, and learning about 
how people and animals live on other 
continents like South America, Australia, 
and Asia. We are excited to learn all 
about flowers and insects this coming 
month. We will soon be getting a special 
delivery of caterpillars that we will watch 
transform into butterflies as we study their 
lifecycle.

This is a great time of year to involve 
your child in caring for the environment. 
Your child can help with planting seeds, 
watering plants, and learning to identify 
various flowers that are coming up. Go 
on a nature walk with your child and see 
how many different flowers you can spot!

It was a memorable experience to 
have San Diego as the location for the 
American Montessori Society Annual 
Conference. From the successful 
school tour here at CMS (including a 
demonstration workshop by a well-known 
Montessori music teacher, Frank Leto), to 
the staff attending a variety of workshops 
at the Town and Country Hotel, it was 
a fantastic four days. Karin and Jenny 
brought back many new ideas that 
were implemented in the classroom right 
away, experienced the camaraderie 
of meeting other Montessorians from all 
over the world, and heard inspirational 
key note speakers.

Speaking of songs, if you have been 
hearing some Michael Jackson songs 
being sung at home it is because we 
have been practicing for our Spring Fling!  
The Spring Fling is when CMS goes to the 
Poway Performing Arts Center and puts 
on a show for their families.  Each class 
has their own songs that they do, as well 
as group performances, and songs sung 
by the entire school.  It’s a really fun day!

We really hope you all enjoyed getting 
lessons from your children during Mother’s 
and Father’s night.  We know all the Bum-
blebees were very excited to show off 
their skills and teach their parents what 
they know.  It was nice to see so many of 
you attend and enjoy that quality time 
with your children!

We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to the new families that have 
joined our Dragonfly community. We are 
excited to have a dynamic classroom, 
and it is a joy seeing the children so 
happy working and playing together, 
helping one another, and eager to learn 
new things. As adults, there is so much 
we can learn from our children about 
kindness, sharing, collaboration and 
empathy.

We have been studying Asia, Australia 
and South America and we tried through 
books, songs, crafts and materials in our 
cultural area to offer children little bits of 
information and open their appetite to 
inquire and further explore more about 
the habitat, vegetation, climate, traditions 
and the people who are living in the 
countries of these three large continents. 

For Presidents Day, we learned about 
George Washington, hero of the 
Revolutionary War and the first President 
of the United States, and Abraham 
Lincoln, the President during the Civil War 
who ended slavery. The children had the 

opportunity to have a glimpse  
through history, past and present. 

We have been enjoying the warm 
weather very much, working in the 
gardens planting seeds and watering the 
garden while looking for the seeds and 
plants to grow. 

Art is a very important component 
in every child’s life and very much 
incorporated into our curriculum. Art 
supports the self-expression of emotions, 
thoughts and imagination, and we seek 
to instill an appreciation of different art 
styles. We have been studying Wassily 
Kandinsky, Joan Miro and Pablo Picasso, 
reading books, displaying small copies of 
the artist’s work and trying to replicate 
some of their famous paintings.  

We are very excited about “The Change 
for Change” fundraising campaign and 
our children have been learning a lot 
about Saola, an endangered mammal 
in Asia. The money collected will be 
donated to the World Wildlife Fund. 

Enjoy the wonderful Spring!

[...EXCERPTS FROM CLASSROOM NEWSLETTERS...]
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Have you ever wondered what it was 
like in Colonial times? All of the 5th levels 
took on different Colonial roles such as, 
blacksmith, gunsmith, tailor, and teacher. 
The 5th level parents came to see the 
AMAZING Colonial presentations. The 
students prepared note cards for what 
they were going to say and made their 
own shop to match their job.  They sang 
a special song from that time period and 
they dressed up and set up many things 
that people used from Colonial Times. 
They really enjoyed dressing up in Colonial 
Times clothing.

4th level students did biography 
presentations. They reported on different 
kinds of famous people who did great 
things. They did a lot of research and 
typed out their reports or found the right 
pictures for the person they reported on. 
They had the choice to make Power Point 
slide shows, tri-fold boards, posters, or 
become the person. They were different 

OWLS
UPPER ELEMENTARY | AGES 9 -11

Upon our return from President’s Week we hit the 
ground running and have been busy ever 

since.  All students are so excited to learn 
and participate in cultural lessons that 

culminate in planned field trips.

Here are just a few summaries on our 
most recent trips:

In January, the second and third level children had 
a great time participating in their field trip to the 
Roynon Museum.  First, they had fun observing  

 and learning about many different types of rocks and 
minerals.  They were full of information when asked questions 
by Mr. Roynon.  Next, they were off to see and hear about all 

types of dinosaur bones, illuminated rocks and minerals, and a 
rare collection of dinosaur eggs.  Our trip culminated with an 
opportunity to choose, glue and label ten different rocks and 
minerals.  This trip was most definitely a blast!

At the end of January, Daisy Liu graciously presented the story of 
Chinese New Year, with a shadow puppet presentation.  We had 
so much fun and were all given a one-dollar Chinese coin for 
good luck. Thank you, Mrs. Liu

The third level students began The Stock Market Game in 
February that will extend until April. They have also began 
planning for their Imaginary Island Projects and have created 
their myths and maps.

EAGLES  
 LOWER ELEMENTARY | AGES 6 - 9

[...EXCERPTS FROM CLASSROOM NEWSLETTERS...]

kinds of famous people such as Thomas 
Jefferson, Daniel Boone, and Helen 
Keller. They practiced and memorized 
their note cards or just said what they 
had remembered. The parents saw their 
children present the biographies and had 
fun.

Father’s and mother’s night was an 
entertaining experience. The children 
at Country Montessori enjoyed showing 
their fathers their excellent work. They did 
many things such as Morse code, strength 
of electro magnets, magnetic field, single 
coil electromagnet, and YMC cards.

Mother’s night was very fun and 
enjoyable. The Owls’ class seated their 
mothers and offered them tea and 
pastries. After the delicious treat, the Owls’ 
class recited magnificent poems. Then, 
they showed their mothers amazing work. 
At the end of the day, the Owls’ class 
gave their mothers a poem that they 
wrote.

This year the 5th levels made Floor Plans 
for their imaginary houses. This is how they 
make the house in Excel. They color and 
make the shapes, then they print it. The 
person with the most pages is 8. They cut 
it out and glue it. Then they laminate it to 
make it fancy. Everyone has a fun time.

Again this year, the mentees and mentors 
are participating in the Stock Market 
Game (S.M.G.). In this game, students 
have the freedom to buy and sell stocks 
starting with 100,0000 dollars. They get to 
watch the stocks’ prices rise and fall. At 
the end, they get to see who won.

This year the 4th level students also made 
a restaurant. First, they planned them out, 
made business card and started menus. 
The restaurants ranged greatly in style. 
They also got pictures for their Power Point 
presentation. They detailed and showed 
them to the class. Everyone liked the 
restaurant project.
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MEET THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2017

Rithvik Raguram
Age: 10 

With CMS: for 4th and 5th 
grade  

Favorite CMS memories: his 
first day at CMS because everyone was 
so helpful and inclusive.

Favorite CMS field trip: The Californian 
in San Diego Bay.  The captain was very 
strict and gave so much information 
and history so that they would know 
what it was like living in these times. We 
have it much easier now.

Favorite subject: Math. In his free time, 
likes to do more math problems. 

The future: He would like to be a doctor 
and an actor.  He had starred in two 
plays at his previous schools. 

Aidan Black 
Age: 10 

With CMS: for 8 years since 
he was 3 

Favorite subjects: Math, PE

Favorite CMS field trips: The Floating Lab 
and The Californian.  On the Floating 
Lab they thought they had caught 
an octopus but it turned out to be just 
some garbage.  

The future: He thinks he would like to be 
a sports announcer.

Rial Mondal
Age: 11

With CMS: since age 3.  
Started in the Bumblebees 

classroom

Favorite CMS memories: winning the 
Stock Market Game in 3rd grade with 
Maliya.  He remembers going to the 
awards ceremony at a local college in 
a dress shirt in 90° temperatures.   

Favorite CMS field trip: San Eligo Lagoon 
where they saw a rattlesnake under 
a cactus.  They heard the rattle and 
jumped back in good time.

The future: He thinks he will be in  
Science and Engineering. 

William deDios
Age: 10

With CMS: since Kinder-
garten 

Favorite CMS field trips:   
Floating Lab and The Californian

Middle school plans: He is going to  
Oak Valley Middle School in 4S Ranch 
and is looking forward to doing Math, 
PE, Art and Science.
The future: Some day he would like to 
be a professional soccer player.

C J Barnett
Age: 11

With CMS: since age 6 

Favorite field trips: The  
Californian and Floating Lab.  

where he got to hold a crab and some-
one else got to kiss a fish.

Favorite subjects: Science and Math

The future: He thinks he would like to 
be a weapons designer with a goal of 
making peace.

Middle school plans: He is hoping to go 
to Oak Valley Middle School.

Andrew Zaletski
Age: 11

With CMS: 2.5 years 

Favorite CMS experiences: 
History projects such as  

Colonial Times and Early Man
Favorite subjects: History, Art and Music.  
He takes guitar lessons and hopes to 
perform a song at the Spring Fling that 
he is working on with his teacher.

The future: He thinks he may go to the 
Military Academy.

Middle school plans: Oak Valley Middle 
School
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Rishika Kulkarni
Age: 10

With CMS: since 1st level 
Elementary 

Favorite CMS experiences: 
The Island project and the Mission  
project. She created an Arctic island 
which was painted white and she made 
up names for all of the gods. For the 
mission project, she liked making the 
building and adding macaroni for the 
roof tiles and painting them red.   

Favorite subjects: Math and Science; 
she won first place in the Science Fair  
in 4th level with a project about how  
different colors of light affect plant 
growth. 

The future: She wants to be a Pediatric 
doctor.  For now she she is ready to go 
to Black Mountain Academy or Frances 
Parker.

Kora Wong
Age: 11

With CMS: A total of 5 years 
- 2 in Early Childhood and 3 

in Elementary

Favorite CMS experiences: 
She enjoyed the Colonial Project in the 
Owls class where she was the printer 
and learned about making paper out 
of rags.
Favorite subjects: Math and Science
Favorite CMS field trip: The Californian 
was a favorite trip and she was happy 
that she set sail into the bay.

Favorite time of year at CMS: She loves 
the end of the year when there are so 
many activities but this year she will be 
sad because she is leaving. 

The future: She wants to be a teacher or 
a scientist.

Viviana Campos
Age: 10

With CMS: since 5th level 
when her family moved 

here from Denver

Favorite CMS field trip: The Midway;  she 
was so surprised at the size and she felt 
the ship was moving even though they 
were safely in dock. 

Enjoys: Reading and likes adventure, 
animals and mystery books

The future:  She would like to be a  
dolphin trainer.

Raghav Haravu
Age: 10

With CMS: since 2nd level 

Favorite CMS memories: In 
the Colonial Days presenta-

tion, he was the cabinet maker and he 
liked learning about all the tools they 
used and the number of steps it took to 
make things. 

Favorite CMS field trips: The Californian 
and San Juan Capistrano

Enjoys: Science and doing experiments 
with electricity and magnets; outside 
school he likes to play tennis, soccer 
and go swimming.

Don Tran
Age: 11

With CMS: for 8 years since 
Early Childhood 

Enjoys: Math in school and 
outside school he plays soccer and 
golf and swims. He also loves music and 
plays the piano and guitar.

The future: His time at CMS has been 
good and he is looking forward to going 
to Oak Valley Middle School next year.  
He knows that he won’t have so much 
freedom, but he knows that this is the 
next stage. 

Satvik Hedge 
Age: 10

With CMS: since 2nd level   

Favorite subjects: Math, 
Geometry, Art and Music

Favorite CMS experiences:  The Island 
project in 3rd level, The Californian over-
night field trip, the San Juan Capistrano 
field trip and the Floating Lab. 

Enjoys:  Swimming, drama, tennis, piano

The future: He will attend Black  
Mountain Academy or Meadowbrook 
Academy.

Emma Li
Age: 11

With CMS since: 7 years, 
since Early Childhood 

Favorite CMS field trips: The 
Californian. She said it felt like going 
back in time and she got to help cook 
the meal. The food was better than she 
expected. She also enjoyed the  

Reuben Fleet Science Center.  She liked 
the optical illusion, Sherlock Holmes and 
Tornado exhibit. 

The future: She loves drawing and 
singing and wants to work in a creative 
world. For now, she is headed to Oak 
Valley Middle School and on to Del 
Norte High School.  

Maliya Patel 
Age: 10

With CMS since: 7 years, 
from preschool through 

Elementary 

Favorite CMS experience: The Island 
project in 3rd level. Her island was called 
Yum Yum.  

Favorite CMS field trip: the Science  
Center in Balboa Park

Favorite subjects: Math and Science

The future: She is going to Frances  
Parker School after she leaves CMS.  
She likes animals and someday may like 
to work with animals. Alternatively, she 
might like to be a teacher. 

MAPS Testing
In January Ms. Parker, who oversees 
assessment at CMS, attended an 
NWEA California Partner Meeting on 
the NWEA MAP (Measures of  
Academic Progress) assessments.  
Country Montessori School began 
using MAP assessments in 2008 with 
1st-5th level students to provide 
students the opportunity to develop 
test-taking skills and offer teachers a 
snapshot of student performance in 
Fall and Spring.

We learned that the National Center 
for Montessori in the Public Sector 
(NCMPS) is currently investigating 
Montessori student performance 
on NWEA MAP assessments with 
the goal of determining patterns of 
performance of Montessori students 
attributable to the Montessori edu-
cational program.  It will compare 
students from public and indepen-
dent Montessori schools across the 
United States.  
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Country Montessori School participates in many outreach events 

throughout the community to raise awareness and increase 

enrollment. Recently, we have hosted booths at the Poway Winter 

Festival, Qualcomm and the North San Diego Business Chamber 

Women’s Week events. If you see us at a community event, please 

stop and say “hello!”

CMS IN THE 
COMMUNITY

How many years did you  
attend CMS? 4 

What is your favorite memory  
of CMS?  The fun activities we  
did in order to get various con-
cepts wrapped around our mind, 
like the compass “scavenger 
hunt” to help us understand  
north, south, east, and west.  

What educational institutions 
did you attend after CMS?  
Chaparral Elementary School, 
Bernardo Heights Middle School, 
and Rancho Bernardo High 
School. 

What do you think are the  
benefits of a Montessori  
education? You gain a different 
mindset that differs from every-
one else. Country Montessori 
School teaches you how to think 
outside of the box. They teach 
you different ways to approach 
problems, and different life lessons 
that you will keep in mind for the 
rest of your life.

ALUMNINEWS

School:  
a home away from home
by KRIPALINI RAGURAM 
Rithvik Raguram’ Mom (5th Grade 2017)

School is an extended home, a place where you develop 
your confidence and skills for a great future. Elementary 
years in a child’s life is a very important period and we  
believe is crucial in shaping an individual. 

Our family has moved quite a bit and it was very important 
for us to find the best elementary school when we moved to 
San Diego last year. When we met the teachers and admin-
istrators during our visit to Country Montessori, we knew we 
had found Rithvik’s extended home.

School and home go hand in hand, it is imperative that both 
the places work together to provide the best for a child’s 
education. We believe you can get an excellent educa-
tion anywhere in the world, but you need to have a great 
community to bring out the best in a child and to grow their 
confidence for a great future. 

To work and collaborate in groups, to develop your social 
and Intellectual skills, it is not only essential to have a great 
community but great teachers.  A community filled with love 
and compassion, to correct the little minds when they are 
wrong and to let them know that it is ok to make mistakes 
and guide them in the right direction is significant. 

We are privileged to be part of Country Montessori commu-
nity and the experiences that our son has experienced for 
the past couple years a home away from home.

After School FUN!
Check out the many fun and interesting  
After School activities offered at CMS: 

Coding – Students learn to code using numerous 
sources consisting of: scratch, stencil, arduino & more; 
plus block coding and languages like Javascript.

Cooking – Each of the four weeks is a different meal 
like breakfast, lunch, dinner and dessert. Ms. Osterberg 
teaches you how to make fun, easy recipes and lets 
you take them home for you to replicate or enhance.

Dance – Students learn fun hip-hop moves and a 
dance routine to perform at a dance recital. 

Drama Club – This is all about learning how to act.   
Your child will learn to express themselves.  

Chess  – This game helps develop critical thinking skills 
and allows students to have fun with friends.

Yoga – Ms. West takes students on fun yoga adven-
tures while stretching and relaxing. Michael Buyanin
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Where did you grow up?  
In a lovely neighborhood in San Diego that represented  
families from all walks of life.  

How many years have you been teaching at CMS?
I started as a sub in 2004 and began teaching full-time in a 
classroom in 2010.

What did you do before you came to CMS?  
I was a busy mom actively involved in community efforts that 
were important to our family. 

What do you enjoy about teaching Early Childhood?  
They are little investigators and are always full of curiosity.  Their 
senses are on high alert and absorbing information at a rapid 
pace.  I love observing the young children obtain new infor-
mation and immediately attempt to apply it in their lives.    

What is your favorite time of year at CMS? Why?  
The Spring Fling show is the most emotional event.  From the 
time my nephews & niece attended CMS, I have enjoyed 
hearing about the shows.  Once my son became a student,  
I clearly understood the excitement.  It is delightful to watch 
the cumulating of the talent the students share as a group.

What is a favorite memory from your childhood?  
My parents insisted on keeping our summer days busy.  I ‘ll 
always remember our trip to Carlsbad Caverns.  Between ac-
tually hearing the sounds of the bats overhead and touching 
the limestone, the sensory experience was magical.  

What are your interests?  
I go to the gym at least five days a week and follow a strict 
fitness plan to improve my flexibility.  I enjoy photography and 
capturing memories in the best light meaningful.  When I am 
not carrying my camera, I am certainly envisioning a shot I 
would like to take. 

What is the most important thing you would like parents 
to know about Montessori education?

A Montessori education encourages the 
child’s curiosity.  It allows your child the 

opportunity to master work they love 
with numerous curriculum extensions.  
While working independently or with 
a friend, this allows your child ability 
to master a subject.  The training of 
a teacher involves so much more.  
As Dr. Montessori stated, “The train-
ing of the teacher who is to help 
life is something far more than 
the learning of ideas. It includes 
the training of character; it is a 

preparation of the spirit.”   

MEET THE TEACHERS
ANNEMARGARET BECK
DRAGONFLIES 

Where did you grow up? 
Long Island, NY 

How many years have you been teaching at CMS?
3 

What did you do before you came to CMS? 

Taught at another preschool but before that did graphic  
design and photo retouching. 

What do you enjoy about teaching Early Childhood?
I enjoy the privilege of being silly and having fun everyday 
while watching each child grow, develop, and discover who 
they are. 

What is your favorite time of year at CMS? Why?  
May, because I love the Spring Fling and hearing the kin-
dergartners practice their graduation speeches that they 
themselves wrote. It’s also that time of year where I get to 
reflect  on the earlier months and just how much each child 
has grown. .

What is a favorite memory from your childhood? 
Every Snow Day! ;) 

What are your interests?  
Yoga, the beach, going to local breweries, spending time with 
friends, and just enjoying life in Southern California! 

What is the most important thing you would like parents 
to know about Montessori education?
Maria Montessori believed in individuality and indepen-
dence in learning. Allowing your child to be independent 
gives them the skills and practice necessary to develop 
competence and mastery in life.

DAWN BOHN   
BUMBLEBEES



12642 Monte Vista Rd. | Poway, CA 92064
858-673-1756
CountryMontessori.org

Accredited by Western Association of Schools and Colleges  
www.acswasc.org

Full Member School of the American Montessori Society
www.amshq.org

HALF DAY FULL DAY 
8:30 am - 12:30 pm 8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Summer fun is around the corner! CMS offers 7 weeks of  
summer camps adventures wtih a different theme each 
week. Camp descriptions and registration materials are  
available on our website: www.countrymontessori.org

CRICKET SUMMER CAMPS 2017
2.5 years - Kindergarten

KOOKABURRA SUMMER CAMPS 2017
1st - Incoming 5th Grade

SUMMER CAMPS ARE HERE! 
JUNE 19 - AUG 4

http://CountryMontessori.org
http://www.acswasc.org
http://www.amshq.org
http://www.countrymontessori.org

